
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 442 of 1976

15.231 Short title; public policy.
Sec. 1. (1) This act shall be known and may be cited as the “freedom of information act”.
(2) It is the public policy of this state that all persons, except those persons incarcerated in state or local

correctional facilities, are entitled to full and complete information regarding the affairs of government and
the official acts of those who represent them as public officials and public employees, consistent with this act.
The people shall be informed so that they may fully participate in the democratic process.

History: 1976, Act 442, Eff. Apr. 13, 1977;Am. 1994, Act 131, Imd. Eff. May 19, 1994;Am. 1996, Act 553, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997;
Am. 1997, Act 6, Imd. Eff. May 16, 1997.

Popular name: Act 442

Popular name: FOIA
STATE PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION CARD (EXCERPT)

Act 222 of 1972

28.296 Availability of records to public.
Sec. 6. Records maintained under this act, other than those declared to be confidential by law or which are

restricted by law from disclosure to the public, shall be available to the public pursuant to procedures
prescribed in this act, in the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, and in other
applicable laws.

History: Add. 1997, Act 99, Imd. Eff. Aug. 7, 1997.
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT SYSTEM INVESTMENT ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 314 of 1965

38.1140l Financial or proprietary information.
Sec. 20l (1) A record or portion of a record, material, or other data received, prepared, used, or retained by

an investment fiduciary in connection with the investment of assets of a system that relates to financial or
proprietary information pertaining to a portfolio company in real estate or alternative investments in which the
investment fiduciary has invested or has considered an investment that is considered by the portfolio company
and acknowledged by the investment fiduciary as confidential; or that relates to financial or proprietary
information whether prepared by or for the investment fiduciary regarding loans and assets directly owned by
the investment fiduciary and acknowledged by the investment fiduciary as confidential is not subject to the
disclosure requirements of the freedom of information act, Act No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, being
sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(2) A document to which the investment fiduciary is a party evidencing an investment is not considered
financial or proprietary information that may be exempt from disclosure pursuant to subsection (1).

(3) As used in this section, “financial or proprietary information” means information that has not been
publicly disseminated or that is unavailable from other sources, the release of which might cause the portfolio
company or the investment fiduciary significant competitive harm. Financial or proprietary information
includes but is not limited to financial performance data and projections, financial statements, list of
coinvestors and their level of investment, product and market data, rent rolls, and leases.

History: Add. 1996, Act 485, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1996.
STATE RESEARCH FUND (EXCERPT)

Act 175 of 1982

125.1954 Exemption of proprietary information on proposal from disclosure under freedom
of information act.
Sec. 4. (1) Proprietary information on a proposal submitted under this act shall be exempt from disclosure

under the freedom of information act, Act No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, as amended, being sections
15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. The entities submitting a proposal under this act shall
indicate that information on the proposal which they consider to be proprietary information.

(2) The department shall not disclose proprietary information on a proposal without the consent of the
entities submitting the proposal.

History: 1982, Act 175, Imd. Eff. June 6, 1982.
MICHIGAN ELECTION LAW (EXCERPT)

Act 116 of 1954
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168.509gg Information exempt from freedom of information act.
Sec. 509gg. The information described in this section that is contained in a registration record is exempt

from the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246. The secretary of state, a
designated voter registration agency, or a county, city, township, or village clerk shall not release a copy of
that portion of a registration record that contains any of the following:

(a) The record that a person declined to register to vote.
(b) The office that received a registered voter's application.
(c) A registered voter's driver's license or state personal identification card number.
(d) The month and day of birth of a registered voter.
(e) The telephone number provided by the registered voter.
(f) The digitized signature of an elector that is captured or reproduced and transmitted to the qualified voter

file by the secretary of state or a county, city, or township clerk under section 509hh or by the secretary of
state under section 307 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.307.

History: Add. 1994, Act 441, Imd. Eff. Jan. 10, 1995;Am. 2003, Act 302, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005;Am. 2005, Act 71, Imd. Eff. July 14,
2005.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 4 of Act 71 of 2005 provides:
"Enacting section 4. If any portion of this amendatory act or the application of this amendatory act to any person or circumstances is

found invalid by a court, the invalidity shall not affect the remaining portions or applications of this amendatory act that can be given
effect without the invalid portion or application, if the remaining portions are not determined by the court to be inoperable, and to this end
this amendatory act is declared to be severable."

Popular name: Election Code
TAX TRIBUNAL ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 186 of 1973

205.746 Evidence; written decision; rules of privilege; objection; official report of
proceeding; availability of writings to public; costs for transcripts.
Sec. 46. (1) In a proceeding before the tribunal all parties may submit evidence. The tribunal shall make its

decision in writing. The tribunal may admit and give probative effect to evidence of a type commonly relied
upon by reasonably prudent men in the conduct of their affairs. Irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly repetitious
evidence may be excluded. Effect shall be given to the rules of privilege recognized by law. An objection to
an offer of evidence may be made.

(2) A proceeding before the tribunal shall be officially reported. A writing prepared, owned, used, in the
possession of, or retained by the tribunal in the performance of an official function shall be made available to
the public in compliance with Act No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 15.231 to 15.247 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws. Costs assessed for transcripts shall be collected by the clerk and paid into a
revolving fund to be used solely to defray the costs of preparing transcripts.

History: 1973, Act 186, Eff. July 1, 1974;Am. 1976, Act 365, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 1976;Am. 1978, Act 439, Imd. Eff. Oct. 9,
1978.

Compiler's note: In subsection (2) of this section, “15.247” evidently should read “15.246”.
MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)

Act 300 of 1949

257.208a Availability of records to the public.
Sec. 208a. Records maintained under this act, other than those declared to be confidential by law or which

are restricted by law from disclosure to the public, shall be available to the public in accordance with
procedures prescribed in this act, the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, or
other applicable laws.

History: Add. 1997, Act 100, Imd. Eff. Aug. 7, 1997.
STATE POTATO INDUSTRY COMMISSION (EXCERPT)

Act 29 of 1970

290.424a Exemption of certain information from freedom of information act.
Sec. 4a. (1) Information relating to any assessments paid or quantities of potatoes shipped by an individual

processor, grower, or shipper which has been disclosed pursuant to this act is exempt from the freedom of
information act, Act No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws. This exemption does not include information regarding any penalties levied under this act.

(2) The director may obtain information necessary to confirm compliance with this act and may disclose
statistical information as long as information of the type described in subsection (1) is not disclosed.
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History: Add. 1992, Act 135, Imd. Eff. July 15, 1992.
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 451 of 1994

324.5516 Public hearing; information available to the public; use of confidential information.
Sec. 5516. (1) A public hearing with reference to pollution control may be held before the department.

Persons designated to conduct the hearing shall be described as presiding officers and shall be disinterested
and technically qualified persons.

(2) A copy of each permit, permit application, order, compliance plan and schedule of compliance,
emissions or compliance monitoring report, sample analysis, compliance certification, or other report or
information required under this part, rules promulgated under this part, or permits or orders issued under this
part shall be available to the public to the extent provided by the freedom of information act, Act No. 442 of
the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(3) A person whose activities are regulated under this part may designate a record or other information, or
a portion of a record, permit application, or other information furnished to or obtained by the department or its
agents, as being only for the confidential use of the department. The department shall notify the person
asserting confidentiality of a request for public records under section 5 of the freedom of information act, Act
No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, being section 15.235 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, the scope of which
includes information that has been designated by the regulated person as being confidential. The person
asserting confidentiality has 25 days after the receipt of the notice to demonstrate to the department that the
information designated as confidential should not be disclosed because the information is a trade secret or
secret process, or is production, commercial, or financial information the disclosure of which would
jeopardize the competitive position of the person from whom the information was obtained, and make
available information not otherwise publicly available. The department shall grant the request for the
information unless the person regulated under this part demonstrates to the satisfaction of the department that
the information should not be disclosed. If there is a dispute between the person asserting confidentiality and
the person requesting information under Act No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, the department shall make
the decision to grant or deny the request. After the department makes a decision to grant a request, the
information requested shall not be released until 8 business days after the regulated person's receipt of notice
of the department's decision. This does not prevent the use of the information by the department in compiling
or publishing analyses or summaries relating to ambient air quality if the analyses or summaries do not
identify the person or reveal information which is otherwise confidential under this section. This section does
not render data on the quantity, composition, or quality of emissions from any source confidential. Data on
the amount and nature of air contaminants emitted from a source shall be available to the public.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 451 of 1994

324.11129 Information as public record; confidential information; notice of request for
information; demonstration by person regulated; granting or denying request; certain data
not confidential; release of confidential information.
Sec. 11129. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3), information obtained by the department

under this part is a public record as provided in the freedom of information act, Act No. 442 of the Public
Acts of 1976, being sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(2) A person regulated under this part may designate a record, permit application, other information, or a
portion of a record, permit application, or other information furnished to or obtained by the department or its
agents as being only for the confidential use of the department and the board. The department shall notify the
regulated person of a request for public records under section 5 of Act No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976,
being section 15.235 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, whose scope includes information designated as
confidential. The person regulated under this part has 30 days after the receipt of the notice to demonstrate to
the department that the information designated as confidential should not be disclosed because the
information is a trade secret or secret process or is production, commercial, or financial information the
disclosure of which would jeopardize the competitive position of the person from whom the information was
obtained and make available information not otherwise publicly available. The department shall grant the
request for the information unless the person regulated under this part makes a satisfactory demonstration to
the department that the information should not be disclosed. If there is a dispute between the owner or
operator of a treatment, storage, or disposal facility and the person requesting information under Act No. 442
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of the Public Acts of 1976, the commission shall make the decision to grant or deny the request. When the
department makes a decision to grant a request, the information requested shall not be released until 3 days
have elapsed after the decision is made.

(3) Data on the quantity or composition of hazardous waste generated, transported, treated, stored, or
disposed of; air and water emission factors, rates and characterizations; emissions during malfunctions of
equipment required under this part on treatment, storage, or disposal facilities; or the efficiency of air and
water pollution control devices is not rendered as confidential information by this section.

(4) The department may release any information obtained under this part, including a record, permit
application, or other information considered confidential pursuant to subsection (2), to the United States
environmental protection agency, the United States agency for toxic substance disease registry, or other
agency authorized to receive information, including confidential information, under the solid waste disposal
act.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: Act 64

Popular name: Hazardous Waste Act
CRITICAL HEALTH PROBLEMS REPORTING ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 312 of 1978

325.75 Critical health problem report; contents; rules; availability of report or other data to
public; physician-patient privilege inapplicable.
Sec. 5. (1) The report prescribed in section 4 shall be designated as a critical health problem report and

shall contain information which the director considers necessary to identify, locate, and investigate the
occurrence, frequency, incidence, cause, effect, and prognosis of the critical health problem, and other
relevant data and findings with respect thereto.

(2) The director shall promulgate rules regarding the form, content, and manner of filing the report
prescribed in section 4, which shall be submitted to the department unless otherwise prescribed by the
director.

(3) A report or other data relating to a critical health problem which discloses the identity of an individual
who was reported as having a critical health problem shall be made available only to persons who
demonstrate a need for the report or other data which is essential to health related research. A report or data
which does not disclose the identity of the individual shall be made available to the public in compliance with
Act No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(4) The physician-patient privilege shall not apply to a critical health problem report prepared pursuant to
subsection (1).

History: 1978, Act 312, Imd. Eff. July 10, 1978.

Administrative rules: R 325.9001 of the Michigan Administrative Code.
MICHIGAN HEALTH PLANNING AND HEALTH POLICY DEVELOPMENT ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 323 of 1978

325.2029 Availability of records and data to public.
Sec. 29. The council, and the office shall make records and data compiled under this act available upon

request to the public in compliance with the freedom of information act, Act No. 442 of the Public Acts of
1976, being sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: 1978, Act 323, Imd. Eff. July 10, 1978;Am. 1988, Act 309, Eff. Oct. 1, 1988.
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